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superstitious worship in the Guru's hymns. On the
contrary, it is only the Anancl of Guru Amar Das
and the other hymns quoted herein which were
repeated or sung on the occasion.

CHAPTER VII

When Har Gobind had completely recovered,
there were illuminations and great rejoicings.
Prithia's wife, however, kept raw the sore of her
husband's inflamed mind : ' My lord and master, thy
words have proved false. Thine enemies increase
daily like the waxing, while thou decreasest like the
waning moon. I cannot endure Arjan's greatness,
therefore I will either drown or poison myself/

Prithia sent for Har Gobind's male nurse and
said to him : ' Thou art a high Brahman and on
that account I ever take thought for thee. What
are thy wages ? Thou wearest no necklace and
no bracelets. Arjan squandereth on others and
boasteth of his generosity. Thou gottest nothing even
when the child was born. My friend, if thou do
business for me, I will fill thy house with wealth,
and thou shalt not want for jewellery. But since
thou art intimate with Arjan's family, I will only
tell thee what I wish thee to do on thy taking an
oath on thy janeu to keep my secret/ When the
servant complied, Prithia said, { Take five hundred
rupees from me and kill that boy. I will show thee
how to do it. Thou wilt not find it difficult, for he
is all day with thee. Put poison either in curds or
bread-pudding,. and extract the thorn from mine
eyes. I will give thee half of the money now, and
the other half when thou hast done the deed. Fear
not in the slightest/

The Brahman was thus persuaded to promise
to poison the child. He took very powerful poison
and ground it into powder. Next day when the